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So I would just say to my colleagues: 

You yourself are on record here in the 
U.S. Senate talking about what kind of 
economic devastation would be caused 
if the United States defaults on its 
debts if we don’t lift the debt ceiling. 
You know what that action would 
mean for American families because 
you have said it here on the Senate 
floor and around the country. So don’t 
threaten the American people and our 
entire economy with something that 
you know to be so irresponsible. 

I will end with this: You should do 
the right thing and join with Demo-
crats in lifting the debt ceiling to pay 
for bills that are already due and owing 
and that you voted for. But, for good-
ness’ sake, if you don’t want to do the 
right thing, at least get out of the way. 
At least don’t use the filibuster to pre-
vent Democrats from doing the right 
thing for the country. That is a cynical 
ploy. I don’t know what the political 
calculus is. 

I have heard the Republican leader 
say that he didn’t want the Biden agen-
da to succeed, but, for God’s sake, let’s 
put country first, and let’s make sure 
that we do the right thing for the 
American people. Let’s lift the debt 
ceiling. Let’s pay our bills on time, as 
we have done every year throughout 
our history. 

I urge my colleagues to either do the 
right thing on the vote or get out of 
the way and help the country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

KING). The Senator from Oregon. 
NOMINATION OF SARAH BIANCHI 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, yester-
day, the Senate confirmed the nomina-
tion of Jayme White to serve as a Dep-
uty U.S. Trade Representative. Today, 
the Senate has an opportunity to fill 
another important position following a 
debate on President Biden’s nomina-
tion, Sarah Bianchi, for that role. 

I am just going to speak briefly and 
outline a few key reasons why Ms. 
Bianchi is the right person for this im-
portant job and why the Senate should 
confirm her nomination today. 

She is a longtime, accomplished 
member of the Biden economic team. 
She has worked in a host of settings 
during her time in public service: the 
Office of the Vice President, the Do-
mestic Policy Council, the Office of 
Management and Budget, and as a staff 
member here in the Senate. She brings 
valuable experience in the private sec-
tor to her nomination as well. She has 
helped build a strong Biden economic 
agenda that is focused on making sure 
that all Americans have the oppor-
tunity to get ahead. 

With respect to the key issue of 
trade, which is under the jurisdiction 
of the Senate Finance Committee, that 
means fighting for American workers 
and American businesses and cracking 
down on the trade cheats that will fla-
grantly try to rip off jobs and economic 
growth. 

The variety and the depth of Ms. 
Bianchi’s experience in public service 

will be a big asset to Ambassador Tai 
and the team at USTR. 

When the Finance Committee voted 
on Ms. Bianchi’s nomination, she was 
approved by a vote of 27 to 1. I often 
say that it is a struggle to get a bipar-
tisan group of 27 Senators to even 
agree on buying a 7UP, but supporting 
the Bianchi nomination is clearly a bi-
partisan proposition on a vital eco-
nomic position. 

In fact, all of President Biden’s 
USTR nominees that have come before 
the Finance Committee, I am pleased 
to say, have gotten strong support 
from both sides of the aisle; for exam-
ple, a longtime staffer of mine, Jayme 
White—80 votes yesterday, 80 votes, 
with strong support, I might add, from 
business and labor. It is because these 
individuals are focused on getting be-
yond some of the old theories about 
trade—free trade, fair trade, and the 
like. What really brings Democrats and 
Republicans together is trade done 
right. 

That is what Ms. Bianchi is all about. 
When she is confirmed, she will take on 
a challenging portfolio at USTR, which 
includes Asia, Africa, investment, serv-
ices, textiles, and industrial competi-
tiveness. 

The headline in that list, of course, is 
taking on China. The Finance Com-
mittee has worked hard on policies de-
signed to take on China’s many trade 
rip-offs. There is China’s use of forced 
labor, for example, massive unfair sub-
sidies that destroy any semblance of a 
level playing field, theft of intellectual 
property, and the Great Firewall and 
censorship of the internet extending 
beyond China’s borders. These abuses, 
these rip-offs, directly threaten Amer-
ican jobs, innovations, and values from 
sea to shining sea. 

For the U.S. Senate, part of how 
Members must address these issues is 
confirming highly qualified and experi-
enced nominees like Sarah Bianchi, 
whose job will include confronting 
China directly. The Senate simply 
can’t afford to leave this important 
Deputy USTR role open any longer. 
Now the Senate has a top-notch nomi-
nee before us. 

I support Sarah Bianchi fully. Twen-
ty-seven members of the Finance Com-
mittee supported her earlier this year 
during our committee’s markup. I urge 
Senators to vote yes on the Bianchi 
nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SPECIAL COUNSEL DURHAM 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, last 

week, Special Counsel Durham indicted 
Michael Sussman, an attorney for the 
Hillary Clinton Presidential campaign. 
He was indicted for lying to the FBI. 

The indictment gives example after 
example of the Democratic Party’s bag 
of dirty tricks. 

In September 2016, Sussman met with 
the FBI’s general counsel, James 
Baker. At that meeting he provided in-
formation and data files that allegedly 
contained evidence of a secret commu-
nication between the Trump organiza-
tion and the Russian bank Alfa Bank. 

The evidence, however, was fab-
ricated. The allegations about the 
Trump organization being linked with 
a Russian bank—these were false. The 
email server at issue was neither 
owned nor operated by the Trump orga-
nization. 

But the lie in the indictment oc-
curred when Sussmann allegedly told 
the FBI general counsel that he wasn’t 
providing the information on any cli-
ent’s behalf. He repeated the same to 
another government agency. Those as-
sertions were apparently false. He was 
working for the Hillary Clinton Presi-
dential campaign. 

Now, interestingly, the indictment 
states that although Baker was alleg-
edly unaware of the political affiliation 
of the information starting in April 
2016, Sussmann represented the Demo-
cratic National Committee and regu-
larly met with the FBI. According to 
the indictment, the FBI failed to con-
nect the dots. What Special Counsel 
Durham’s indictment shows in signifi-
cant detail, by the way, are the steps 
that the Clinton campaign and her 
Democratic allies took to dirty up 
Trump—and did so—with known false 
information. 

Time and again, my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle have cast 
false information against Trump to tie 
him to a foolish conspiracy that he is 
an agent of the Russian Government. 
Time and again, when the evidence is 
made public, the Democratic Party is 
shown to be the master of the 
disinformation universe, and much of 
the so-called mainstream press fell for 
and peddled the falsehoods. 

What’s wrong with our journalists 
being journalists and investigating ev-
erything to the bottom rather than 
trying to not do their work and letting 
people get away with this sort of ac-
tion? 

Now I am going to take a few exam-
ples from the indictment. Notably, 
Sussmann was working with an 
unnamed executive at a technology 
firm that had been offered a position in 
the Clinton administration, should she 
have won that election in 2016. 

The information compiled and ana-
lyzed the false Alfa Bank information 
and, according to the indictment, ‘‘ex-
ploited access to non-public data at 
multiple internet companies to con-
duct opposition research concerning 
Trump.’’ 

To accomplish those ends, the execu-
tive enlisted ‘‘the assistance of re-
searchers at a U.S.-based university 
who were receiving and analyzing 
Internet data in connection with a 
pending federal government cybersecu-
rity research contract.’’ 
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